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The Parish Sunday Eucharist 
with 
The Baptism of Aidan Njeru Edward

The Last Sunday after Trinity

27th October 2024 at 10.00 a.m. at St John’s church, Mortimer

Online at Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6931233940


There is a story about a hermit who asked his disciples: ‘When do you say that the night is ended and it is morning?’ The first disciple answered, ‘I say it is morning when I can distinguish an oak tree from a maple tree.’ A second answered, ‘It is morning when I can distinguish a sheep from a cow at a distance.’  A third answered, ‘It is morning when no star is visible in the cloudless sky.’ The hermit said, ‘It is morning when I can recognise a person as a son or daughter of God and, hence, recognise my own brother or sister.’
    Today’s Gospel passage tells of a man who, whilst deprived of physical sight, ‘sees’ and understands more than others around him and invites us to share his ‘spiritual’ odyssey. Last Sunday’s Gospel story told of how James and John’s ambition blinded them from seeing Jesus for who he was and from understanding his mission and message. In contrast, in today’s story Bartimaeus, though physically blind, recognises Jesus for who he is - the fulfilment of the Messianic promise - and asks for healing. This is, perhaps, a prompt to reflect on what might impair our insight and blind us from the truth of the needs of the world around us and prevent us from recognising the call to goodness.
    So, the Gospel story is, perhaps, a call to say ‘I too want to see’ and to come to a clearer vision of our Christian values and priorities, and to an acknowledgement that, in this Christian view, the presence of God needs to be recognised and respected in all our neighbours and, of course, in ourselves. The point is, of course, that such a clearer ‘spiritual vision’ should enable us to see the truth of the world - in all its beauty and its brokenness - and understand that, by grace and truth, we need not be overwhelmed or feel compelled to turn away, but, instead, see the goodness which is before us and step up to the fulfilment of that goodness.
    John Newton, a onetime captain of a slave ship who came to abhor his former evil trade and work for its abolition, tells of how he gained his sight: ‘Amazing grace, (how sweet the sound) that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.
    And now Aidan is to be baptised. Godparents, do your prayerful best to help Aidan to see as Christ would have us all see.’ 
    God bless, 
    Paul 


THE PARISH SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
WITH 
THE BAPTISM OF AIDAN NJERU EDWARD

A warm welcome to the Sunday Parish Eucharist.

An induction loop is provided. To use, please turn your hearing aid to T. 

Gluten free wafers are available for those who need them. Please inform one of the vergers who will pass the information on to the clergy. 

Online: If you are not able to come to St John’s you are warmly invited to share in the Parish’s Christmas Day Eucharist online. And may God bless and renew us as we join together to worship. Thank you.


THIS ‘HOLY MEMORIAL’ is known by various names: 1) ‘The Eucharist’ - which means ‘Thanksgiving’ - because Jesus offered himself in love; 2) ‘The Lord’s Supper’ - or ‘Breaking of the Bread’ - because we celebrate it as a shared meal; 3) ‘Holy Communion,’ - because we become one with Christ by receiving him; and  4) ‘Holy Mass’ - holy sending - because it gives us a mission: to go in peace to serve the Lord.

    The ‘objectives’ of the Eucharist: The community gathers for the public celebration of the Eucharist in order to worship God; ask his forgiveness for sins; thank him for blessings received; listen to his voice in the Scriptures; present the needs of the world and our own needs too; offer our lives to him and his loving service; gain spiritual nourishment and recharge our weakened spiritual batteries by sharing life with him in Holy Communion. The simple structure of the Eucharistic celebration is organized around achieving these goals.  

THE GATHERING HYMN

		Love divine, all loves excelling,
		    joy of heaven, to earth come down,
		fix in us thy humble dwelling,
		    all thy faithful mercies crown.
		Jesu, thou art all compassion,
		    pure, unbounded love thou art;
		visit us with thy salvation,
		    enter every trembling heart.

		Come, almighty to deliver,
		    let us all thy life receive;
		suddenly return, and never,
		    never more thy temples leave.
		Thee we would be always blessing,
		    serve thee as thy hosts above;
		pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
		    glory in thy perfect love.

		Finish then thy new creation:
		    pure and spotless let us be;
		let us see thy great salvation
		    perfectly restored in thee;
		changed from glory into glory
		    till in heaven we take our place,
		till we cast our crowns before thee,
		    lost in wonder, love, and praise.	

THE GATHERING
Priest		+ In the name of God - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All			Amen.

THE GREETING - Words of Welcome and Introduction. 

Now the greeting proclaims the presence of the Lord with us. 

The Penitential Rite, the Gloria and the Opening Prayer follow. The purpose of these preliminary rites is to help the people, gathered for the celebration of the Eucharist, to join with each other as a worshipping community, and to prepare to listen to the Word of God and to celebrate the Eucharist - the Great Thanksgiving.

The greeting proclaims the presence of the Lord with us. 

The Penitential Rite, the Gloria and the Opening Prayer follow. The purpose of these preliminary rites is to help the people, gathered for the celebration of the Eucharist, to join with each other as a worshipping community, and to prepare to listen to the Word of God and to celebrate the Eucharist - the Great Thanksgiving.

Priest		The Lord be with you. 
All		And also with you.
	
The priest may introduce the Eucharist.


THE GLORIA

	Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to the Father!
Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to the Father!
        To God be glory forever!
        To God be glory forever!
            Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!

Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to Christ Jesus!
Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to Christ Jesus!
        To God be glory forever!
        To God be glory forever!
            Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!

		Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to the Spirit!
Glory to God, glory to God,
    glory to the Spirit!
        To God be glory forever!
        To God be glory forever!
	Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!
            Alleluia, Amen!

THE COLLECT					

Priest		Let us pray.

Together we spend a few moments in silence, realising, and giving thanks, that we are in the presence of God our Father to whom we make our prayers. The prayer‘collects’ our thoughts. 

		Merciful God, teach us to be faithful 
		    in change and uncertainty
		that, trusting in your word
		    and obeying your good and loving will,
		we may enter the unfailing joy 
		of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Liturgy of the Word consists of readings from the scriptures; a sermon/homily, which expounds the readings; the Profession of Faith, which is the Creed of God’s people; and the Prayer of the Faithful or General Intercessions in which the people of God intercede for all humankind and all creation.                                                               
    
    In the Liturgy of the Word God speaks to us of redemption and salvation and nourishes us with his ‘word.’ We are not only listening to past history. The God who speaks to Israel and to the early Church speaks to us today through the power of the Holy Spirit working within us as we listen to him and as he reveals the pattern for our lives. ‘The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double edged sword but more finely…it can judge the secret emotions and thoughts’(The Letter to the Hebrews 4:12). 

THE FIRST READING - HEBREWS 7: 23 - 28.  To be read by Gwen Adshead. 
												 
Reader		A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.		

Former priests, of which there were many, were prevented by death from continuing in office but Jesus holds his priesthood permanently because he continues for ever. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him since he lives always to make intercession for them. It was fitting that we should have such a high priest who is holy, blameless, pure, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day - first for his own sins and then for those of the people - for he sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 
Now, the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever.

At the end of the reading:
Reader            The word of the Lord.
All                  Thanks be to God.  

Now we prepare to hear the Gospel (the Good News) and acknowledge that we are his people and called to be part of his mission to the world inasmuch as we share his message and his life with faith, hope and love.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Cantor 	Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
All	Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.        

		Your words are spirit, Lord, 						cf. John 6: 63. 68
		    and they are life:
		you have the message of eternal life. 
						
	Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.       

THE GOSPEL READING  -  ST MARK’S GOSPEL 10: 46 - 52.

	The Lord be with you.
All	And also with you .
	
	Let us hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark.
All 	Glory to you, O Lord.                      								

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, Bartimaeus (that is the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth he began to shout and to say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ And many of them there scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So they called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said, ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak he jumped up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him, ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his sight returned and he followed him along the road.

At the end of the Gospel:
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All 		Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
We are a Eucharistic community - united around word and sacrament. Through the readings God has spoken to his people of his redeeming love and of the nourishment which his Spirit gives. The sermon reflects on our readings and relates them to our Eucharistic celebration and to our ordinary daily life.

After the sermon there may be a short period of silent reflection.

THE RITE OF BAPTISM
The Baptism party assembles at the Font

THE RECEPTION 
The priest addresses the parents:
	
Priest	What name have you given your child?
Parents         	Aidan Njeru Edward

Priest		What do you ask of God’s Church for Aidan Njeru Edward?
Parents		Baptism.

The priest addresses the whole congregation:

Priest		Faith is the gift of God to his people.
In Baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.
		People of God, will you welcome Aidan Njeru Edward
and uphold him in his new life in Christ?
All			With the help of God, we will.





The priest then says to the parents and godparents:
		Parents and godparents, the Church receives Aidan Njeru Edward with joy. 
Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith.
Will you pray for Aidan Njeru Edward, draw him by your example into the community of faith 
    and walk with him in the way of Christ?

Parents & godparents	
				With the help of God, we will.

		In Baptism Aidan Njeru Edward begins his journey of faith. 
				You speak for him today. 
				Will you care for Aidan Njeru Edward, and help him to take his place 
			    within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?

Parents and godparents	
				With the help of God, we will.

THE DECISION
The Paschal Candle burns. The priest addresses Arlo through his parents and godparents.

				In Baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
				To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.
				Therefore I ask: Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

Parents and godparents	
				I reject them.

				Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
Parents and godparents	
				I renounce them.

				Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
Parents and godparents	
				I repent of them.

				Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Parents and godparents 	
				I turn to Christ.

				Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Parents and godparents	
				I submit to Christ.

				Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
Parents and godparents	
				I come to Christ.

The priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the child.

The sign of the cross, on the threshold of the celebration, marks with the imprint of Christ the one who is going to belong to him and signifies the grace of the redemption Christ won for us by his cross.
		
		Aidan Njeru Edward, Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his + cross.

The priest may invite the parents and god-parents to make the sign of the cross on the forehead of the child.

			Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
All			Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world and the devil, and remain 		faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

Priest		May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in you the image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of + Christ.
All			Amen.





PRAYER OVER THE WATER

Priest		Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All			who keeps his promise for ever.	

			Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All			It is right to give thanks and praise.

			We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.
				Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
				Through water you led the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom 
				    in the Promised Land.
				In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit 
			    as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life.
				
			We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.
				In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
				By it we share in his resurrection.
				Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
				Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son, we baptize into his fellowship 	those who come to 			    him in faith.

				Now sanctify this + water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, this child may be cleansed 			    from sin and born again.
				Renewed in the image, may he walk by the light of faith and continue for ever in the risen 			    life of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, 			    now and for ever.
All			Amen.

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
Priest			My brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.
				Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All			I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
			     creator of heaven and earth.

			Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All			I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
				    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
				    born of the Virgin Mary, 
			    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
				    was crucified, died and was buried; 
				    he descended to the dead. 
				On the third day he rose again; 
			    he ascended into heaven,
			    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
			    and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

			Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All			I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
				the Holy Catholic Church, 
				the communion of Saints,
				the forgiveness of sins,
				the resurrection of the body,
				and the life everlasting. Amen.







THE BAPTISM
The priest pours water over the child’s head three times.
Priest		Aidan Njeru Edward, 
			I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
All			Amen.

The newly baptized is clothed with a white robe.
Priest		Aidan Njeru Edward, you have been clothed with Christ.
			As many as are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

THE ANOINTING WITH CHRISM
The priest anoints the child with the sacred chrism.
The anointing with sacred chrism, perfumed oil consecrated by the bishop, signifies the gift of the Holy Spirit to the newly baptized, who has become a Christian, that is, one ‘anointed’ by the Holy Spirit, incorporated into Christ who is anointed priest, prophet, and king.

Priest			God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, given you a new birth by water 			    and the Holy Spirit and welcomed you into his holy people. 
	He now anoints you with chrism of salvation. 
	As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet and King, so may you live always 
	    as a member of his body, sharing everlasting life.
All	Amen.

THE EPHPHETHA
The priest touches the ears and mouth of the child with his/her thumb.
Priest	The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 
	May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, 
	    and your mouth to proclaim his faith, 
	to the praise and glory of God the Father.
All	Amen.

THE GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE
The Baptism Candle is lit from the Paschal Candle.
Priest	God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
	    and has given us a place with the saints in light.
	You have received the light of Christ;
	    walk in this light all the days of your life.
All	Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Priest	May God, who has received you by Baptism into his Church, 
	    pour upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
	    you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 
	    and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.
All	Amen.

THE PRIEST BLESSES THE MOTHER	
The mother holds the child.
Priest		God the Father, through his Son, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s child, 
	    has brought joy to all Christian mothers, 
	    as they see hope of eternal life shine on their children.  
	May he bless the mother of this child.  
	She now thanks God for the gift of her daughter.  
	May she be one with him in thanking God for ever in heaven,
	    in Christ Jesus our Lord.
All		Amen.

THE PRIEST BLESSES THE FATHER
The father holds the child.
Priest		God is the giver of all life, human and divine.  
		May he bless the father of this child.  
	With the child’s mother he will be the first teacher of his daughter in the ways of faith.  
	May he also be the best of teachers, bearing to witness to the faith 
	    by what he says and does, in Christ Jesus our Lord.
All		Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

At the Last Supper Christ ‘took some bread and when he had given thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying “This is my body which will be given for you; do this in remembrance of me”. He did the same with the cup…’ (Luke22:19-20). The Church, joyfully obedient to the Lord’s command, celebrates the Eucharist taking care that our ‘liturgy’ corresponds to the words and actions of Christ: 1) Taking bread and wine - we take our own gifts to the Altar, such as our time and talents and our money for the poor and for ministry. 2) Giving thanks (the meaning of the word Eucharist) - in the Eucharistic Prayer the priest, in the name of us all, says the great hymn of our thanksgiving to God for the whole work of salvation, in which the offerings become the Body and Blood of Christ. 3) The breaking of the one bread is a sign of the unity of the faithful – a sign of the unity which comes through sharing in Christ. 4) And in Holy Communion we receive Christ. In this way, Sunday by Sunday and day by day, the Church tries to carry out what the Lord asked his disciples to do in remembrance of him.

THE WELCOME AND PEACE

We acknowledge and give thanks for our unity with one another in Jesus Christ our Lord, which his death and resurrection have brought to us. He is the peace between us. The sign of peace echoes Christ’s own resurrection greeting to his disciples. Before we share in the same bread we express our love for one another in Christ and pray for peace and unity (cf Luke 1.78,79).                                                                  
Priest	There is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism: 
	Aidan Njeru Edward by one Spirit we are all Baptized into one body.
All	We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
	we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
	we welcome you.

	We are the body of Christ. 
	In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
	Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.

	The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All 			And also with you.

		Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN

		Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
		    be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
		be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
		    both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

		Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
		    be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
		be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
		    be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

		Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
		    be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
		be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:
		    O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

		High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
		    O grant me its joys after victory is won;
		great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
		    still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

THE PRESENTATION AND PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS

The peoples’ gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar. The offerings of money is made and promised to support the wider ministry and work of the Church. Taking the Gifts: We give thanks to God for the gifts in the following words.

	BREAD
Priest	Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 	which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
All 	Blessed be God for ever.
	
	WINE
	Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
               	fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation.
All                  All	Blessed be God for ever.
		
	OUR TIME, TALENTS AND TREASURE/MONEY
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have the gifts of our time, talents and money to offer. May our offerings of our gifts be a sincere sign of our gratitude and our dedication to your service. 
All                   Blessed be God for ever.

The priest prays quietly: Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with the  sacrifice we offer you with humble, contrite and thankful hearts. 
The priest washes hands as an act of cleanliness and as an expression of the desire for inward purification, praying quietly: Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse me from my sin.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Priest	Pray my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, 
	     the Almighty Father. 
All	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, 
	    for our good, and the good of all his Church.
Priest	Amen.

		Gracious Lord, 
	    bless the gifts of your people for the good of all. 
	May these holy mysteries bring us closer to you 
	    and give us the joy of salvation.
All	    Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Eucharistic Prayer is the centre and high point of the whole Christian celebration. This great prayer of praise and thanksgiving proclaims the wonderful works of God and through it we join ourselves with Christ in praise and thanksgiving to God the Father and in offering ourselves to him in union with Christ’s self-offering on the cross. We express our share in the prayer, which is said on behalf of all the people, by listening inwardly and joining in the acclamations (joyful shouts or songs) and the Sanctus (the Holy, Holy, Holy which concludes the preface), the memorial acclamation and the great ‘Amen’ which concludes our Eucharistic Prayer.

Priest 	The Lord be with you.
All	And also with you.

	Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.
	
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All 	It is right to give thanks and praise.

In the Preface we praise God for his mighty acts: 

	Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever.
	
	From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the silent music 
	    of your praise.
	
	In the fullness of time you made us in your image, the crown of all creation.
	
	You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven 
	    we may find a voice to sing your praise:

All	 Holy, holy, holy Lord,
	 God of power and might,
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	 Hosanna in the highest.
	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
	 Hosanna in the highest.

We pray to the Father for the sending down of the Holy Spirit and recall the Lord’s Supper.

Priest	How wonderful is the work of your hands, O Lord.
	
	As a loving parent tenderly gathers her or his children, you embraced a people as your own.
	
	When the people turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast.
	
	From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread 
	    in whom all our hungers are satisfied.
	
	He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death he opened wide his arms 
	    on the cross.
	
	Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation;
	    may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

	
	In the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends and, taking bread, 
	    he gave you 	thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
	
	        + Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.

	At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said:
	
	        + Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
	                and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
	            Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

	Great is the mystery of faith:  
All	Christ has died: 
	Christ is risen: 
	Christ will come again.

Priest	Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
	we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for us 
	    at your right hand.
	
	As we eat and drink these holy gifts in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ,
	    and build us into a living temple to your glory.
	
	Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
	
	Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace.
	
	Bring us at the last with the Mary, the Blessed Mother of our Lord, 	St. John the Evangelist, 
	    St. John the Baptist, and all your Saints to the vision of that eternal splendour 
	    for which you have created us; 
	    through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
	    with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
	    we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:	 
All	Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.	

HOLY COMMUNION 
The communion rite lays strong emphasis on peace, unity and our prayer for forgiveness. We come together to the Lord’s table in accordance with the Lord’s command, ‘Take, eat… take, drink’, as a community bound together by the love of God manifest in Christ. We can all be confident in Christ’s mercy as we respond to his call to come to his table. Our communal recitation of the Lord’s Prayer - the prayer he taught us - prepares us for Holy Communion with our Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We bless God and pray for our world, our communities and our lives to be shaped by God’s will; we pray for daily needs to be met, for forgiveness for wrongdoings, strength to resist temptation and protection from danger.

Priest		Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.


All     	Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	hallowed be thy name; 
	thy kingdom come; 
	thy will be done; 
	on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our trespasses, 
	as we forgive those who trespass against us.
       	And lead us not into temptation; 
	but deliver us from evil.
	
	For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The priest takes the host and breaks it over the cup, praying quietly:‘May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.’‘Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread’ (1 Corinthians 10:17)
    Christ’s gesture of breaking bread with his disciples at the Last Supper gave the Eucharist the name of the ‘breaking of bread.’. This gesture signifies that we who share one bread and one cup are made one. The breaking of the Eucharistic bread becomes a sign of unity and charity as the one bread is distributed to the family of God’s people.

Priest	We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All 	Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

The priest prepares quietly for Holy Communion. We may all join quietly in this prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, by the will of the Father  and the work of the Holy Spirit your death brought life to the world. By your holy body and blood free me from all my sins and from every evil. Keep me faithful to your teaching, and never let me be parted from you. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Priest  		Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.        cf. John 1: 29		
	Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All	Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The sign of communion is more complete when given under both ‘kinds’ since then the ‘sign’ of the eucharistic meal appears more clearly. However, we live in exceptional times when, if you think right, communion may be received in one ‘kind.’ 
   
The priest takes the host, raises it a little and shows it saying: The Body of Christ. And the same with the cup saying: The Blood of Christ.
When receiving Holy Communion the response and assent to Christ is:

		+ Amen. 

DURING HOLY COMMUNION 

			The Choir may sing anthems, hymns and songs,
			    after which the congregation may join to sing a communion hymn. 	
		
		Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
   		    that saved a wretch like me!
		I once was lost, but now am found,
   		    was blind, but now I see.

		’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
		    and grace my fears relieved;
		how precious did that grace appear
		    the hour I first believed!

		Through many dangers, toils and snares
		    I have already come:
		’tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
		    and grace will lead me home.

		The Lord has promised good to me,
   		    his word my hope secures;
		he will my shield and portion be
   		    as long as life endures.

		Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
   		    and mortal life shall cease:
		I shall possess, within the veil,
   		    a life of joy and peace.

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

Priest	 Let us pray. 

The priest invites us all to pray that the Holy Eucharist will have its effect in trsansforming our lives and bring us all to God’s kingdom. 
We pray together silently for a while before the Post Communion prayer.

		God of all grace,
		your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry
		with the bread of his life 
		and the word of his kingdom:
		renew your people with your heavenly grace
		and, in all our weakness,
		sustain us by your true and living bread;
		who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
All		Amen.

THE NOTICES FOR THE COMMUNITY ARE GIVEN.



THE CONCLUDING RITE
Priest		The Lord be with you.
All		And also with you.

THE BLESSING
Priest		Through the resurrection of his Son God has redeemed you and made you his children.
	May he bless you with joy. 
All      	Amen.

	The Redeemer has given you lasting freedom.
	May you inherit his everlasting life.
All	Amen.

	By faith you rose with him in Baptism.
	May your lives be holy so that you will be united with him for ever.
All	Amen.

	 + And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
	be among you and remain with you for ever.
All		Amen.

		Go in the peace of Christ.
All		Thanks be to God.

THE RECESSIONAL OR SENDING OUT HYMN

	Now thank we all our God
	with heart and hands and voices,
	    who wondrous things hath done,
	in whom his world rejoices;
	        who from our mother’s arms
	        hath blessed us on our way
	        with countless gifts of love,
	        and still is ours today.
 
	    O may this bounteous God
	through all our life be near us,
	    with ever joyful hearts
	and blessed peace to cheer us;
	        and keep us in his grace,
	        and guide us when perplexed,
	        and free us from all ills
	        in this world and the next.
 
	    All praise and thanks to God
	the Father now be given,
	    the Son, with him who reigns
	with them in highest heaven,
	        the one eternal God,
	        whom earth and heaven adore;
	        for thus it was, is now,
	        and shall be evermore.


[bookmark: _GoBack]If you would like to discuss ‘next steps’ or baptism and/or confirmation with the vicar you are warmly invited to ’phone him at the vicarage: 01189331718 or e-mail the benefice office: admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk  
Thank you.



Please donate regularly to support the Church’s mission and work. The church here needs your help in order to serve our villages, our diocese, our nation and our world in the future. Our doors were closed due to Covid 19 and with no regular Government or Church of England funding the parish lost significant income. Please see the website to see how to give efficiently. Thank you. 
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