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Prayer Thoughts: I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: Love one another as I have loved you.
The Easter Triduum, the three days that begin on Maundy ( New Commandment) Thursday with the Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper, celebrates the
Paschal event, and that newness of life which flows from the love of the crucified, buried and risen Christ.
Today we celebrate Christ’s twofold giving of himself; in dying in self-giving love on the cross for the life of the world, and in giving the church
the sacrament of his body and blood - his life - whereby we celebrate together in a simple meal his real presence with us now.
When Jesus celebrated the Passover Supper on the night before he died the meaning of the meal for his followers was transformed. The festival
was from then on to be kept in memory of Jesus the Redeemer and of his Passover from death to life.
At the Last Supper Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, the task of a servant. If we want to follow Christ, we must follow his example of selfgiving humble service, ‘washing each other’s feet’, in a metaphorical sense, in our daily life. Today’s liturgy enables us to ask God’s help to make
this self-giving the real motivation of our lives, of our families and of all our communities. God bless

MAUNDY THURSDAY

The Holy Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper
THE INTROIT HYMN
Lord of all power, I give you my will,
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfil.
Your service is freedom, your service is song,
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong.
Lord of all wisdom, I give you my mind,
rich truth that surpasses man’s knowledge to find.
What eye has not seen and what ear has not heard
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your Word.
Lord of all bounty, I give you my heart;
I praise and adore you for all you impart:
Your love to inspire me, your counsel to guide,
your presence to cheer me, whatever betide.
Lord of all being, I give you my all;
if e’er I disown you I stumble and fall;
But, sworn in glad service your word to obey,
I walk in your freedom to the end of the way.
THE GATHERING
The priest greets all present. This greeting proclaims the presence of the Lord with us.

Priest
All

+ In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE GREETING
The priest greets the people with these words:

Priest
All

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

The priest may introduce the Eucharist of this day.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
The deacon or priest invites the people to call to mind their sins, and to repent of them using the following or similar words.

Priest

Our Lord Jesus Christ says;
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’
Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, and ask him to cleanse us.

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour in thought, and word, and deed,
through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Priest

+ Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

All

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
THE COLLECT
The priest invitesus to pray.

Priest

Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us.

Together we spend a few moments in reverent silence realising that we are in the presence of God our Father to whom we make our prayers. The
priest ‘collects’the prayerful thoughtsof all for Maundy Thursday in the Opening Prayer.

All

God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper
which your Son gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes:
may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Liturgy of the Word consists of readings from the scriptures; a sermon/homily, which expounds the readings; the Profession of Faith, which is
the Creed of God’s people; and the Prayer of the Faithful or General Intercessions in which the people of God intercede for all humankind.
In the Liturgy of the Word God speaks to us of redemption and salvation and nourishes us with his word. We are not only listening to past history.
The God who speaks to Israel and to the early Church speaks to us today through the power of the Holy Spirit working within us as we listen to him
and as he reveals the pattern of his plan for our lives. ‘The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double edged sword but more
finely…it can judge the secret emotions and thoughts’(The Letter to the Hebrews 4:12).

THE FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 26.
Reader

Read by Peter Tanner

A reading from The First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming the death of the Lord.

For this is what I received from the Lord, and in turn passed on to you: that on the same night that he was
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread, and thanked God for it and broke it, and he said, ‘This is my body,
which is for you; do this as a memorial of me.’ In the same way he took the cup after supper, and said, ‘This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’ Until the Lord
comes, therefore, every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death.
At the end of the reading:

Reader
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 115
R>
The blessing-cup that we bless
is a communion with the blood of Christ.
1.

How can I repay the Lord
for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation I will raise;
I will call on the Lord’s name. R>

2.

O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds. R>

3.

A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
I will call on the Lord’s name.
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people. R>

Now we hear the Gospel (the Good News) and acknowledge that we are his people and called to be part of his mission to the world inasmuch as we
share his message and his life with faith, hope and love.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
All
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:
Love one another as I have loved you.
All
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!
THE GOSPEL READING - JOHN 13: 1 - 15.
The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you .
All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now he showed how perfect his love was.

It was before the festival of the Passover, and Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to pass from this
world to the Father. He had always loved those who were his in the world, but now he showed how perfect his
love was.
They were at supper, and the devil had already put it into the mind of Judas Iscariot son of Simon, to betray
him. Jesus knew that the Father had put everything into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God, and he got up from the table, removed his outer garment and, taking a towel, wrapped it round
his waist; he then poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel he was wearing.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘At the
moment you do not know what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ ‘Never!’ said Peter ‘You shall never
wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, ‘If I do not wash you, you can have nothing in common with me.’ ‘Then, Lord,’
said Simon Peter ‘not only my feet, but my hands and my head as well!’ Jesus said, ‘No one who has taken a
bath needs washing, he is clean all over. You too are clean, though not all of you are.’ He knew who was
going to betray him, that was why he said, ‘though not all of you are.’
When he had washed their feet and put on his clothes again he went back to the table. ‘Do you understand,’
he said, ‘what I have done to you? You call me Master and Lord, and rightly; so I am. If I, then, the Lord and
Master, have washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example so that you
may copy what I have done to you.’
At the end of the Gospel

All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON - Fr Jonathan SSM
We are a Eucharistic community in word and sacrament. Through the readings God has spoken to his people of his redeeming and healing love and of the nourishment
which his Spirit gives. Our priest now reflects with us on the readings of the day relating them to our Eucharistic celebration and to our ordinary life.
After the sermon there is a short period of silent reflection.

THE WASHING OF FEET
THE PROFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH - THE CREED
We make the profession of faith in response to the word of God written in the Gospels and spoken in the sermon. We testify that God is our Father
who gives us new life through his Son and who calls us together in the power of his Spirit to be a Eucharistic people, a ‘thanksgiving people’, a
living community of his abiding love and care.

All

We believe and trust in God the Father who made the world.
We believe and trust in his Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed the world.
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God. Amen

THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL OR GENERAL INTERCESSION
We are invited to pray for the needs of the Church and all people. Through baptism we have been made one with Christ, our great high priest, and
we share in his intercessions before the Father for the needs of his Church and of all people. Our intercessions flow from our listening to the Gospel
and sermon by which we have been made more aware of our Christian commitment.
This Prayer of the Faithful or General Intercession is announced and consists of a series of intercessions; we pray for the universal Church and
its mission and for our bishop and for our benefice - our parishes, our two Church schools; for the world, for our Queen and country, for our local
communities and families; for the sick and all in pain, for all who are working on the front line at this time of Covad 19; and for the departed. And in
communion with Blessed Mary, St John the Evangelist, St John the Baptist and all the Saints of God we entrust one another and all people to God’s
saving love.

Priest

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the saviour of the world.

The deacon or leader continues.

All

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.
We ask for grace to commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
Lord, hear us
and humble us.

All

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.
We pray for the unity of your Church;
for Justin our Archbishop, for Steven, Bishop of Oxford, for Olivia, Bishop of Reading,
and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Lord, hear us
and unite us.

All

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message.
We pray for the mission of your Church throughout the world, and here in our Benefice’s
Parishes and Schools of St. Mary’s and St. John’s, and for all who work to nurture and to
educate in the way of grace and truth.
Lord, hear us
and renew our zeal.

All

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself.
We pray for those who feel unloved, for those who suffer rejection, for those marginalized in
the way of this world; and for all in authority that they may lead us in the way of justice and
peace; for Elizabeth, our Queen; for our Government; for our District and Village Councils;
Lord, hear us
and fill us with your love.

All

On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them it hated him first.
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.
Lord, hear us
and give us your peace.

All

On this night, he asked his disciples to stay awake and keep vigil with him.
Christ continues to suffer today in his suffering brothers and sisters in the garden
of creation.
Lord, hear us
and help us to be vigilant and awake to the suffering of others…

On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new wine of the
kingdom. We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ…
Lord, hear us
and welcome all your children into paradise.

All

After the last intercession there is a pause for silent prayer.

In the company of Mary, John the Evangelist, John the Baptist and all your Saints, we offer
you our hearts and prayers.
The priest concludes the prayers and again we make them our own with our response:

Priest
All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST
At the Last Supper Christ ‘took some bread and when he had given thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying “This is my body which will
be given for you; do this in remembrance of me”. He did the same with the cup…’ (Luke22:19-20). The Church, joyfully obedient to the Lord’s
command, celebrates the Eucharist taking care that our ‘liturgy’ corrresponds carefully to the words and actions of Christ: 1) Taking bread and
wine in The Preparation of the Gifts we take our gifts to the Altar. Gifts or money for the poor and the Church’s ministry to the poor are also
presented. 2) Giving thanks (the meaning of the word Eucharist) in the Eucharistic Prayer the priest, in the name of us all, says the great hymn of
our thanksgiving to God for the whole work of salvation, in which the offerings become the Body and Blood of Christ. 3) The breaking of the one
bread is a sign of the unity of the faithful. 4) And in the giving of Holy Communion we receive the Body and Blood of Christ as the Apostles did from
his hands. In this way Sunday by Sunday and day by day the Church carries out in loving obedience to his command what the Lord asked his
disciples to do in remembrance of him.

THE PEACE
We acknowledge and give thanks for our unity with one another in Jesus Christ our Lord, which his death and resurrection have brought to us. He is
the peace between us. The sign of peace echoes Christ’s own resurrection greeting to his disciples. Before we share in the same bread we express
our love for one another and pray for peace and unity cf Luke 1.78,79.

Priest

All

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
The peoples’ gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar.
The offerings of money is made and promised to support the ministry and work of the Church.
Taking the Gifts: The priest gives thanks to God for the gifts in the following words.

Priest
All

BREAD
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

All

WINE
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

All

OUR TIME, TALENTS AND TREASURE/MONEY
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have the gifts of our
time, talents and money to offer. May our offerings of our gifts be a sincere sign of our
gratitude and our dedication to your service.
Blessed be God for ever.

The priest prays quietly: Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with the sacrifice we offer you with humble, contrite and thankful
hearts. The priest washes hands as an expression of the desire for inward purification, praying quietly: Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse me
from my sin.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
We are all invited to draw near in prayer:

Priest
All

Pray my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God,
the Almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Priest

Amen.

All

Lord, each time we offer this sacrifice of remebrance his loving work of redemption is
accomplished in us. Make us worthy to celebrate these mysteries.
Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Eucharistic Prayer is the centre and high point of the whole Christian celebration. This great prayer of praise and thanksgiving proclaims the
wonderful works of God and through it we join ourselves with Christ in praise and thanksgiving to God the Father and in offering ourselves to him
in union with Christ’s self-offering on the cross. We express our share in the prayer, which is said by the priest on behalf of all the people, by
listening inwardly and joining in the acclamations (joyful shouts or songs) and the Sanctus (the Holy, Holy, Holy which concludes the preface), the
memorial acclamation and the great ‘Amen’ which concludes our Eucharistic Prayer.

Priest
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

In the Preface we praise God for his mighty acts:

It is indeed right to give you thanks, Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For on this night he girded himself with a towel and, taking the form of a servant,
washed the feet of his disciples.
He gave us a new commandment that we should love one another as he has loved us.
Knowing that his hour had come, in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples
to be a memorial of his passion, that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,
and feast with him in his kingdom.
Therefore earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise;
we too join with angels and archangels as they proclaim your glory without end:
The Acclamation

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We pray to the Father for the sending down of the Holy Spirit and recall the Lord’s Supper.

Priest

All

We thank you, loving Father, because when we turned away you sent to us your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. He gave his life for us upon the cross. He shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ’s body and his
blood. On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks,
broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.’
After they had eaten he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples,
saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this to remember me.’
So, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit upon us and change us more and more
to be like Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.
And now with Mary, the Blessed Mother of our Lord, St John the Evangelist, St John the Baptist,
and all your saints, we give you glory, through Jesus Christ and in the strength of your Holy
Spirit, today and for ever.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
The communion rite of the Church lays strong emphasis on peace, unity and our prayer for forgiveness. We come together to the Lord’s table in
accordance with the Lord’s command, ‘Take, eat… take, drink’, as a community bound together by love. We are confident in Christ’s mercy as we
respond to his call to come to his table. Our communal recitation of the Lord’s Prayer - the prayer he taught us - prepares us for Holy Communion
with our Lord.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Priest
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us:
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The priest takes the host and breaks it over the cup, praying quietly:
May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.
‘Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread’ (1 Corinthians 10:17)
Christ’s gesture of breaking bread with his disciples at the Last Supper gave the entire Eucharist the name of the ‘breaking of bread’. This gesture
signifies that we who share one bread and one cup are made one. Through the breaking of the host the Eucharist is seen more clearly as a sign of
unity and charity since the one bread is being distributed among the members of one family of God.

Priest
All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

The priest prepares quietly for Holy Communion. We may all join quietly in this prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, by the will of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit your death brought life to the world. By your holy
body and blood free me from all my sins and from every evil. Keep me faithful to your teaching, and never let me be parted from you.

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
Priest
All

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
cf. John 1: 29
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The sign of communion is more complete when given under both kinds since then the sign of the eucharistic meal appears more clearly. However, we
live in exceptional times when, for the time being, communion can only be given in one kind for those who can come to church. Whilst others join
faithfully online. Please God, may we all soon be able to come together again to receive Holy Communion under both kinds at the Lord’s table. The
priest takes the host, raises it a little and shows it saying: The Body of Christ. And the same with the cup saying: The Blood of Christ.

When receiving Holy Communion the response and assent to Christ is:
+ Amen.
HYMN DURING HOLY COMMUNION
O Thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray
That all thy Church might be for ever one,
Grant us at every Eucharist to say
With longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done:’
O may we all one Bread, one Body be,
Through this blest Sacrament of unity.
For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede;
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease;
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead,
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace;
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be,
Through this blest Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, Good Shepherd of the sheep,
Back to the faith which saints believed of old,
Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep:
Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be,
Through this blest Sacrament of unity.
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
May we be one with all thy Church above,
One with thy saints in one unbroken peace,
One with thy saints in one unbounded love:
More blessed still, in peace and love to be
One with the Trinity in Unity.
After Holy Communion we may keep a further period of silence.

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION
Priest
Let us pray
The priest invites us all to pray that the Holy Eucharist will have its effect in trsansforming our lives and bring us to God’s kingdom. All pray
together silently for a while before the Post Communion prayer.

Priest

All

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament
you have given us the memorial of your passion:
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries
of your body and blood that we may know within ourselves
and show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption,
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE TRANSFER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST TO THE CHAPEL OF REPOSE
AND THE VIGIL WATCH BEGINS
The procession is concluded with Tantum ergo Sacramentum:

Therefore we, before him bending,
This great Sacrament revere:
Types and shadows have their ending,
For the newer rite is here;
Faith, our outward sense befriending,
Makes the inward vision clear.
Glory let us give and blessing
To the Father and the Son,
Honour, might, and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run;
Ever too his love confessing,
Who, from Both, with Both is one.
Amen.
THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTARS
The parish’s altars and sanctuary are stripped bare, during which penitential psalms may be sung.

Psalm 51 - Miserere mei.
OUR CELEBRATION OF THE TRIDUUM - THE THREE DAYS - CONTINUES TOMORROW AT
2.00 P.M. WITH THE LITURGY OF GOOD FRIDAY.

